
 
 
 

Resources:  

 

http://unl.libguides.com/genealogy 

The aim of this LibGuide is to show how the use of academic materials can lead to the creation of a family 

history. The University Libraries have only one strictly genealogical online resource, MyHeritage, therefore the 

focus of this guide is family history rather than genealogy. 

 

 

 

Attached Handouts:  

 

HathiTrust and Genealogy, Toni Anaya 

 

Digging for Gold in FamilySearch, Martha Grenzeback 

 

Making Connections with DNA, Tom McFarland 

 

Letters, Diaries, and Photographs: Exploring ArchiveGrid 

http://unl.libguides.com/genealogy


 
Family History Day  
June 9, 2018  
 
Topic: HathiTrust and Genealogy  
Presenter: Toni Anaya,  

      Associate Professor, 
      University Libraries  

 
 
How to access HathiTrust from the Libraries Website: https://libraries.unl.edu/  
 
Using Quick Search on the Libraries homepage, search for “HathiTrust” 

 
 

● Click on “Resource” under the title to access the digital library. This will take you to 
“hathitrust.org”  

 
Or access via Family History and Genealogy LibGuide (http://unl.libguides.com/genealogy) 
 

https://libraries.unl.edu/
http://unl.libguides.com/genealogy


 
 

● Click on “Browse collections” located under the search box. Users can “Find a collection” 
on this page by searching “ancestry” or “genealogy” to find the ancestry and genealogy 
collections.  

 

 



 
● Currently featured is the “Ancestry and Genealogy” collection which is a condensed 

listing of the majority of genealogical resources available in the database.  
 

 



 

Digging for Gold in FamilySearch  
by 

Martha Grenzeback 
Genealogy & Local History Librarian, Omaha Public Library 

mgrenzeback@omahalibrary.org 

 

General Search Tips: 

1. Use the search facets in the left-hand menu. 

2. Filter using the collections tab. 

3. Use wildcards: ? replaces any single character, * represents 0 to an infinite number of 

possible characters. 

4. Use “exact” search judiciously. 

5. Search from the landing page of an individual collection for added search capabilities. 

6. Advanced research tip: Export results to Excel for further analysis. 

 

 If you are merely searching FamilySearch using the search forms for 

indexed records, you are missing some 77% of the records available on the site. 

 

Finding Unindexed Records: 

1. Use the browse feature in unindexed collections. Usually they are broken down into 

subgroups defined by waypoints, making it easier to find things.  

2. Jump through images using the “browse multiple images” view.  Keep in mind that page 

number and image number seldom coincide. 

3. Use the original indexes often found in digitized volumes (or as separate volumes). 

4. Access images straight from the FamilySearch catalog. A large percentage of scanned 

images have not yet been organized into collections, and they may be accessible ONLY 

from the catalog entry. 

5. The camera icon denotes digitized images; a camera icon with a key over it means it 

must be viewed in a Family History Center or a FamilySearch Library Affiliate. 

 



 
 

 

Handy Links: 

 FamilySearch Main Page: https://FamilySearch.org;  

     Records tab: https://familysearch.org/search  

     Catalog tab: https://www.familysearch.org/catalog/search  

 Find a Family History Center or FamilySearch Library Affiliate: 

https://www.familysearch.org/locations/centerlocator  

 FamilySearch collection and other updates:  http://media.familysearch.org/ 

 The FamilySearch blog: https://www.familysearch.org/blog  

 The FamilySearch Help Center: https://familysearch.org/ask/landing   

 Finding Elusive Records (FamilySearch Youtube video): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rn2VY-wSfkw (other useful FamilySearch how-to 

videos are available in the same YouTube channel). 

 Finding Digital Images of Records on FamilySearch.org (nice print summary): 

https://tinyurl.com/y7woeqk8  

 Feedback and question form for FamilySearch: https://getsatisfaction.com/familysearch   

 Questions and answers about FamilySearch partnerships and how they affect access:  

https://familysearch.org/blog/en/questions-answers-familysearch-partners/  

 

 

https://familysearch.org/
https://familysearch.org/search
https://www.familysearch.org/catalog/search
https://www.familysearch.org/locations/centerlocator
http://media.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog
https://familysearch.org/ask/landing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rn2VY-wSfkw
https://tinyurl.com/y7woeqk8
https://getsatisfaction.com/familysearch
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/questions-answers-familysearch-partners/
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Making Connections with DNA 

Family History Day 2018 

Tom McFarland 

Examine what you share 

• Ancestors 

• Relatives 

• DNA 

Just like playing poker, know your odds and the other players! 

• Amount of DNA shared in centimorgans 

• Who shares matches 

• It’s a logic puzzle using odds and shares 

Centimorgans (cM) – a unit measurement for DNA  

It is imperative to know how each relationship is defined. 

1. For known relationships determine who is the nearest to the most recent common 

ancestor, 

2. and note the number of generations they are removed from each other. 

For example, if your great-great grandparents are my great grandparents, we calculate 

the relationship from me, as I have the closer relationship to the most recent ancestor. 

You and I are second cousins once removed (2c1r). We are second cousins because we 

share what are my great grandparents, and we are once removed because they are your 

great-great grandparents and are one generation from me. 

http://www.devonfhs.org.uk/pdfs/tools/eichhorn-rlationship-chart.pdf 

Identify your second and third cousin matches 

Compare names and places 

Know your odds 

My odds maker - The Genetic Genealogist, Blaine Bettinger-  

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/08/Shared_cM_Project_2017.pdf 

 

 

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Shared_cM_Project_2017.pdf
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Shared_cM_Project_2017.pdf


Letters, Diaries, and Photographs: Exploring ArchiveGrid 
Joan Barnes, University Libraries Community Engagement Librarian 
 
Access via Family History and Genealogy LibGuide (http://unl.libguides.com/genealogy) 
 
 

 
 
 
Provides the ability to search the 5 million records from more than 1000 archives, museums, 
historical societies, and libraries. Records to historical documents, letters, diaries, manuscripts, 
and photographs.  
 

HOW TO SEARCH 

 
 
Keyword Searching: 
 
You can apply Boolean search logic to your keywords and terms, using AND, OR, NOT, and parentheses. 
The Boolean search terms need to be in upper case.  
Using OR broadens the search. The terms AND and NOT narrow the search. 
In addition you can put quotations around a phrase to search for those two terms together. Use to 
search the name of a person.  “White Ghost” or “John Pattee”  

Family History Day, 2018 
UNL 

http://unl.libguides.com/genealogy

